
JCPOA Does Not Simply Delay 
an Iranian Nuclear Weapon
The restriction at the center of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) — that 
Iran can never acquire a nuclear weapon — is permanent. The end of some commitments in 
10-15 years will not re-open the door to an Iranian nuclear weapon. Crucial tools blocking Iran’s 
nuclear weapons capabilities will endure for 20 or 25 years, while others will have no end date. 
Put simply, this deal has a permanent prohibition on Iran having a nuclear weapons program 
and a permanent inspections regime that goes beyond any previous inspections regime in Iran.

Iran Is Prohibited from Pursuing or Acquiring Nuclear 
Weapons Forever. Iran is obligated as a party to the 
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) not to seek or acquire 
nuclear weapons, commitments expressly defined in the 
JCPOA. Any Iranian attempt to design, pursue, build or 
otherwise seek a nuclear weapon would be an explicit and 
detectable violation of the NPT. In the event of Iranian 
non-compliance, the JCPOA will enable the United States to 
mobilize the international community to take swift action, 
including snapping sanctions back into place.

JCPOA Has Long-term Limitations on Iran’s Program. 
Iran’s nuclear program is significantly rolled back in the first 
decade of the JCPOA. Pursuant to the Additional Protocol, 
which Iran will legally bind itself to implement as a condition 
of sanctions relief, Iran has developed an enrichment and 
R&D plan reviewed by the P5+1. This plan ensures that 
after the initial decade of the JCPOA, Iran’s program will 
undergo measured, incremental growth consistent with 
a peaceful nuclear program. For 15 years, Iran will also 
have to maintain the 98 percent removal of its stockpile of 
enriched uranium. In contrast, without the JCPOA, Iran, 
whose breakout timeline currently is estimated to be 2-3 
months, would be free to pursue dramatic increases in its 
enrichment capacity in the near- term.

Permanent R&D Restrictions Keep Iran Further from a 
Bomb. Beyond the limits on its peaceful nuclear energy 
program in the JCPOA, Iran has also committed to not 
pursue certain research or activities directly linked to the 
development of a nuclear weapon. These prohibitions 
include activities related to nuclear explosive modeling, 
multi-point detonation systems, explosive diagnostic 
systems, and specialized neutron sources.  

For 15 years, Iran will not pursue certain types of work 
with uranium and plutonium metallurgy, which will further 
restrict Iran from gaining the expertise it would need to 
develop a nuclear weapon. In fact, without proficiency 
in this metallurgy, it cannot build a nuclear weapon, 
regardless of enrichment breakout timelines. Because Iran 
cannot engage in this preparatory R&D work under the 
JCPOA, the international community would have a basis  
to respond at an even earlier stage to indications that Iran 
had reneged on its commitments and was pursuing a  
nuclear weapon.

Transparency Measures Improve Chances of Catching 
Iran Even If Iran Cheats. Many of the key transparency 
commitments in the JCPOA continue for 20-25 years and in 
perpetuity. These measures will give the IAEA the ability to 
verify the peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear program.  
For example, the Additional Protocol has a proven 
track record in 120+ countries. Without the JCPOA, the 
international community would be less confident we could 
detect the development of a nuclear weapon.

The United States Would Be In Better Position in the 
Future If Iran Cheats. If Iran pursued a nuclear weapon 
after a decade or more of compliance with the JCPOA, the 
United States would still be able to use every tool that is 
available today. In fact, we would be in a better position 
after a decade of transparency because we will have even 
better insight into Iran’s nuclear program. Furthermore, the 
sanctions fatigue that risks undermining the pressure Iran 
feels today will be gone and a future Iranian transgression 
of this magnitude would be more likely to prompt renewed, 
vigorous enforcement and pressure on Iran from key allies 
and partners and a swift international response.
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